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Stressors like rising temperatures, 
pollution, and ocean acidification can 
disrupt the balance of beneficial 

microbes, allowing harmful pathogens to 
infect the host.

MICROBIAL DYSBIOSIS

Each marine habitat-former (coral, 
seagrass, seaweed) hosts a characteristic 
microbial community (the microbiome) 
that influences its health and resilience. 
Together they are the holobiont.

Microbes help corals, seagrasses, 
and seaweeds absorb nutrients, 
fight off harmful pathogens, and 
recover from environmental stress.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

WHY MICROBES MATTER IN RESTORATION

The Role of the Microbes in Restoring 
Corals, Seaweeds and Seagrasses
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